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of the Hohenzollern was embowered in banks of flowers,
among which fountains played;   as the King came on
board the Royal Standard was broken at her masthead
and floated beside the Black Eagle, and a state banquet
for a hundred and eight persons with speeches en cliche
to follow was the opening ceremony.   The King spoke
of his most earnest desire that this personal intercourse
should knit even closer yet the ties of intimate relationship
between the two Royal Houses, and concluded: 'May our
two flags float side by side to the most remote ages even
as to-day, for the maintenance of peace and the welfare
not only of our own countries, but also of all other
nations.'   Admirable sentiments, and most suitable to
these decorative occasions, but both host and guest and
every German and English person who heard them knew
that there was not the faintest chance of their fulfilment.
The wish was not even father to the thought, for, though
the King was all for friendly relations with Germany,
nothing was further from his personal wishes than to
establish such relations with her as the juxtaposition of
the  two  flags  implied.    As for national  feeling,  any
Government in either country that announced alliance
with the other must immediately have fallen, for the
hatred and distrust between the two nations was irrecon-
cilable.   Then uncle and nephew inspected the German
ships and the new dockyard at Kiel, and the municipality
of Hamburg, the chief port of Germany, gave so warm a
welcome to the King that he said that Liverpool itself
could not have been more pleased to see him.    Once
again after dinner on Prince Henry's ship the Emperor
proposed the King's health, and was careful to explain
that his new navy, which had impressed the King far
more than his nephew had anticipated, was designed